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Sandy Banks of the Rio Grande, Where We Lay Few of the recent American novelists have attained the success
of Richard Henry Savage, whose dashing and romantic stories are to-day published in Germany and England
as well as America. His experiences are as varied as the scenes of his works, and, save India and Australia, he is
familiar with the entire route of the wayfarer in life. Student, traveller, soldier, author, and scientist, his forty-
seven years have been marked by mental toil, physical hardship, and stirring adventure. The author of My
Official Wife was born in Utica, New York, and as a lad, arriving in California in 1852, attended the first public
school in San Francisco, being the youngest scholar in the first class of the High School. Taken to the wilds of
Nevada County, where his father was a leading merchant, the youth saw, in its prime, the wild life of Bret Harte
s heroes. Later, in San Francisco, he witnessed the Vigilance Committees sway of 1856, and the final
crystallization of California society. His law studies with Edward Stanley and Sidney V. Smith, of San Francisco,
were interrupted by the war. A commission in the California Volunteers was reluctantly declined by reason of
his minority, and in 1864 he was entered at West Point, representing the San Francisco district. Already a
fearless rider and a daring hunter, he soon excelled in physical exercises, taking a distinguished rank in his
class,...
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