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1848 The House being in Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union, and having under consideration the
President s Annual Message, (Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania, in the Chair) - Mr. Dixon (of Connecticut)
addressed the Committee as follows: Mr. Chairman: When the resolution tendering the thanks of Congress to
General Taylor was before this House, a short time since, a member from Indiana oHered an amendment, to
the eHect that the battles in which Gen. Taylor had been engaged, were fought in defence of the rights and
honor of the nation. This amendment my friend from Massachusetts, (Mr. Ashmun, ) immediately proposed to
amend, by adding thereto these words - In A War Unnecessarily And Unconstitutionally Commenced By The
President Of The United States. For this proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts I voted. I believed it
true then; I believe it true now. I rejoiced when the gentleman, with his accustomed promptitude and readiness,
proposed his amendment, and have never given a vote more willingly in this House than on that occasion. It will
be, sir, a part of my object, in addressing the Committee at this time, to prove the truth of the proposition then
adopted by the majority of this House. I dare not flatter myself that, in the discussion of this question, I shall be
able to present any thing new to the attention of the committee. The subject has been so fully and so ably
treated, not only in...
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