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Research Paper FPL - RP - 634 management objectives will sometimes override the applica-Silvicultural
Objectives and Assumptions tion of fuel hazard reduction treatments. The thinning treatments used in this
paper to reduce fire hazard have an objective of either ( 1) moving the stand This analysis was not meant to be
a detailed, site-specific toward an uneven-aged condition or ( 2 ) moving the stand fuel treatment plan. If fuel
treatments are to be conducted, toward an even-aged condition. In addition, the objective they must be
planned and assessed in terms of their specific of some treatments is to limit the amount of basal area re-
locations, values of adjacent resources, proximity of adja-moved; that is, to limit the amount of change in stand
struc-cent fuels, and likely rates-of-spread and weather conditions ture. For forest types prone to wind throw,
there is a further at the time of burn. For example, information on most likely restriction on removal of basal
area to reduce wind throw wind direction with regard to terrain should be taken into risk. account when
assessing the potential of a fuel treatment to mitigate hazard in a specific planning area. This analysis Although
some authors Development of is instead a broad-scale analysis meant to identify general ( Graham and others
Prescriptions regions where fuel hazard appears to be high and enough 1999 ) have suggested The silvicultural
prescriptions used volume is present to make it feasible to think that the treat-that thinning uneven-in this
analysis were developed in ments would not have to be substantially subsidized. aged stands does not
collaboration with USDA...
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