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indexed. Not illustrated. 1770 Excerpt: .studies and fatigues of his profession; they render his conversation more
chearful and entertaining; and, instead of that aukward pedantry, which modern men of learning have
generally chosen to distinguish themselves, they diffuse a liberal, ingenuous, and elegant air over his whole
manners. LECTURE IL I. H E works of nature are of inJL sinite extent and variety: but amidst all this variety,
there is such an intimate connection, that no one part can be thoroughly understood by studying it entirely
detached from the rest. In our enquiries into the various branches of the works of nature, there are certain
general views, and certain general principles of investigation, to be particularly attended to. The general views
to be attended to, in the study of nature, respect, I. The advantages it brings to individuals, a. Public utility. I.
The advantages to individuals, that attend enquiries into nature, are sufficiently ciently obvious. They give
exercise to many of the active powers of the mind; they gratify curiosity, the love of truth, and of whatever is
great, beautiful, or wonderful: principles deeply implanted in human nature. 2. In regard to public utility, they
promote all the useful and elegant arts- all the arts that tend to the happiness and ornament of human life. A
profound knowledge of nature extinguishes pride and self-conceit, by rendering men more deeply sensible of
their ignorance, their errors, and the very limited state of their faculties. It is favourable to the interests pf
religion,...
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