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Excerpt: . XII THE END One or two people knew that at one time
Lady Molly Robertson-Kirk had been engaged to Captain
Hubert de Mazareen, who was now convict No. 97, undergoing
a life sentence for the murder of Mr. Steadman, a solicitor of
Carlisle, in the Elkhorn woods in April, 1904. Few, on the other
hand, knew of the secret marriage solemnised on that never-
to-be-forgotten afternoon, when all of us present in the church,
with the exception of the bridegroom himself, were fully aware
that proofs of guilt--deadly and irrefutable-- were even then
being heaped up against the man to whom Lady Molly was
plighting her troth, for better or for worse, with her mental
eyes wide open, her unerring intuition keen to the fact that
nothing but a miracle could save the man she loved from an
ignoble condemnation, perhaps from the gallows....
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