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1877 Apprenticeship having departed, never to return in its ancient form, something else must take its place,
and give to our artisans practical instruction. Every youth should have placed within his reach such technical
instruction as will enable him to become the master of his trade, art or occupation. By the old apprentice
system, the boy was bound to the master some seven years, and received his instruction more by his own
observation than by any direct teaching. We recommend the plan suggested by Mr. S. P. Ruggles, and so
universally endorsed by the press, in contradistinction to the former system of our fathers, - that the youth,
whenever he has completed his general education in any of our public or private schools, may enter what may
be called a Developing School, so established and arranged as to give all the pupils a good general idea of all
the different trades, arts or callings, in order that it may be ascertained by themselves or the superintendent for
what kind of business they have the greatest natural genius. Imagine, if you please, one very large room, with a
steam-engine and boiler in the middle of it, so that all pupils that have any taste for the management of steam,
or steam-engines, could examine every point, and readily understand all about it. Then we would have a
carpenter s bench, with a variety of tools, to show how that work was done; then perhaps turning-lathes, to
show how the wood-turning business was performed; then, with the aid of blackboards and carving-tools, it
might be seen how drawing and carving...
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