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Göttingen, language: English, abstract: We are told about the
world before we see it. We imagine most things before we
experience them. And those preconceptions, unless education
has made us acutely aware, govern deeply the whole process of
perception (Lippmann: 90). In defining the nature of stereotypes
Walter Lippmann in 1922 explained one of the governing
principles of human perception and human relationships.
Although his theory on Public Opinion did not exclusively allude
to the relationship between coloniser and colonised, his work
laid the foundation of the historical, cultural and literary
investigation and understanding of the mechanisms of colonial
control through the power of stereotyping. By shaping the world
they perceived according to their beliefs, moral codes and
attitudes, including those concerning the people and lands they
occupied, colonisers have ever since dominated their colonies
not only through military strength and physical violence but also
through their views. [.] The aim of my work will partly be to
demonstrate the...
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