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OEice, 2003. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)51953390 Subject: Nuclear nonproliferation -- Finance -- International
cooperation. Excerpt: . . . 11 considering now exactly how to implement that. We appreciate your work here in
the committee and in Congress to get the au-thorizing authority for that adopted, and we intend to pursue it. Its
not a subject that carries a lot of favor with some of our other G-7 partners, those that have heavier oEicial
debt than we do with the Russians. But its something that may well require our leader-ship and
experimentation, and were certainly working away on it. The second aspect, though, of Russian involvement is
more trou-bling. I must say this was an area that we spent a considerable amount of time on in Ottawa. As you
know, we have been oper-ating for most of the past 10 years under an umbrella agreement that was negotiated
with the Russian Federation at the beginning of the Nunn-Lugar program. That agreement expired. Its now up
for Duma reconsideration. And it has all of the protections that both you Senators have enumerated, in terms
of liability protec-tion, transparency, audit and access rights. The Government of Russia has expressed a
number of concerns about the provisions of that agreement on liability insurance in a nuclear context, and on
a variety of other things. And were going to be working closely with the Government of Russia to ensure that
the political commitment is there to get the Duma to ratify this ex-tension without crippling amendments or
reservations. I think our feeling is that if we are...
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