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Typha latifolia L., Sagittaria variabilis Englem., Cypeous
sirigosus L., and such plants as grow in the wettest swamps.
Open ditches were put through and the soil was gradually
dried. These plants gradually disappeared, and such plants as
Lobelia syphilitica L., Lobelia cardinalis L., Lysimachia stricta
Ait., Iris versicolor L., and Potentilla frtiticosa L., were noticed.
As the ground further dried out, and these began to disappear,
others were observed, such as Parnassta Caroliniana Michx.,
Viola palmita L., var cucullata Gray, Viola Canadensis L., and
Gerardia purpurea L. Even these finally disappeared, until one
can now only occasionally find a plant of Viola palmata L., var
cucullata Gray, and such weeds as grow in a pasture lot--
thistles, burdock, etc. This land has, under my observation,
undergone these complete transformations as regards its soil
and plant life, and is only an example of numerous similar
instances throughout...
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