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indexed. Not illustrated. 1863 Excerpt: .present in abundance; while in certain other cases both biliary acids, and
bile pigment occur in notable quantity. What, then, is the cause of this diHerence? Simply this. In jaundice from
suppression the liver does not secrete bile; consequently no bile-acids being formed, none can enter the
circulation, and they are therefore not to be detected in the urine. In jaundice from obstruction, on the other
hand, bile is secreted, and absorbed into the blood; and the bile-acids not being all transformed in the
circulation, as Frerichs supposed, are eliminated by the kidneys, and appear in the urine, where they can be
detected by Hoppe s method, or even, with proper precautions, by simply adding sulphuric acid and sugar.
Here, however, some skill and experience are requisite, in order not to confound the colour produced by the
action of the reagents on other substances with the fine purple produced by the biliary acids. As the majority of
cases of jaundice result from suppression of the hepatic function, and as many of the cases of obstruction
ultimately merge into the former, it is easily understood how the existence of the biliary acids in the urine has
been so frequently denied. I have myself seen, in a case of obstruction of the common duct, the biliary acids
slowly and gradually diminished in the urine, until they at length almost entirely disappeared as the case
approached a fatal termination. Here the disappearance of the biliary acids went on step...
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