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Descartess Method of Doubt

By Janet Broughton

Princeton University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New.
Paperback. 240 pages. Descartes thought that we could achieve
absolute certainty by starting with radical doubt. He adopts this
strategy in the Meditations on First Philosophy, where he raises
sweeping doubts with the famous dream argument and the
hypothesis of an evil demon. But why did Descartes think we
should take these exaggerated doubts seriously And if we do
take them seriously, how did he think any of our beliefs could
ever escape them Janet Broughton undertakes a close study of
Descartess first three meditations to answer these questions and
to present a fresh way of understanding precisely what
Descartes was up to. Broughton first contrasts Descartess
doubts with those of the ancient skeptics, arguing that Cartesian
doubt has a novel structure and a distinctive relation to the
commonsense outlook of everyday life. She then argues that
Descartes pursues absolute certainty by uncovering the
conditions that make his radical doubt possible. She gives a
unified account of how Descartes uses this strategy, first to find
certainty about his own existence and then to argue that God
exists. Drawing on this analysis, Broughton provides a new way
to understand Descartess insistence that he hasnt...
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R eviews

It is easy in read through easier to fully grasp. it had been writtern very completely and useful. I am pleased to let you
know that here is the greatest book we have read during my personal life and could be he very best book for possibly.
-- Miss Ma r g e Jer de      

It is really an remarkable publication i actually have possibly study. It usually is not going to cost excessive. Its been
written in an exceedingly basic way and is particularly only right a<er i finished reading this publication through
which basically transformed me, affect the way i think.
-- Dr . B r ea na  O 'K on         
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