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Excerpt: . the subject vanished from her mind, and there was a
sense of strangeness; she always stopped, being conscious that
if she went on speaking the words would be irrelevant. If she
went on reading aloud, she uttered words different from those
before her. The condition ceased as suddenly as it came on. It
was a long epileptoid state. Somnambulism.--If sleep involves a
functional separation between the cortical centres, the strange
phenomena of sleep-walking suggest that the separation may
vary in its position. In this state, high motor centres must be in
an activity similar to that of the waking state, and yet isolated
from those that, in due association, subserve consciousness.
But the mysteries of sleep and its varieties baffle analysis; the
forms of its disturbance must be recognised when they cannot
be understood. Simple somnambulism is free from emotional
disturbance, and differs...
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